The national government is located in Wasﬁingtgn. District of Columbia—a site chosen and surveyed by President George Washington in 1790,
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= THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA =

The Congress

hakes laws to:

. Lay and collect taxes; pay the debts;
provide for the common defense and
qeneral welfare of the United States

. Requlate interstate and foreign
commerce

}. Declare war
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The President

I. Carries out the laws

2. Serves as commander in chief
of the armed services

3, Appoints judges, ambassadors, | ] JUDICIAL BRANCH POWERS
and other officials B

k. Makes treaties T TUI
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The Supreme Court

i, interprets laws anc ireaties
2. Enforees laws

a
Congress determines number of judges o Supreme Court.

E
Supreme Court can rule laws passed by Congress unconstitutional.

See page 88 for additional powers.)
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- POWERS OF NATIONAL GIVERNMENT

" Regbla’te interstate and foreign
commerce

*_Coir money and regulate its value, fix
standard of weights and measurments

* Punish counterfeiting of securities
and current coin of the United States

= Set uniform rules of naturalization
{process of becoming a U.S. citizen)
and of bankruptey Cprocess of reliev-
ing debtors of debts they cannot pay)

* Establish post offices

* Promote science and useful arts with
patents and copyrights

* Punish piracies and feionies on the
high seas

= Declare war
* Raise and support an arm
* Provide and maintain & navy .

b * Make rules for governing armed
forces

* (all out state militias to execute
US. laws, end rebellions, and repel
invasions o

* Share governance of milities with
states :

* Govern the national seat of govern-

- ment, & district separate from the
states, not to exceed ten square miles
(Washington 1. €

L * Govern territories and admit new states

| * Make el fews which shall lbe‘
- Necessary and proper for carrying
inte execution the foregoing powers

THE FEDERAL SYSTEM: DVISIN OF POWERS BETWERN THE NATIONAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS

POWERS RESERVED FOR THE STATES B

CONCURRENT POWERS
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| HEARINGS— Subcommittees hold hearings
4 at which experts and interested parties
1 ¥ speak for or against the bill. The sub-
A commitfee then makes recommendations

2) sign the bill,

Hmpﬁ .
TUAT TICKESL S @

.
g i
8 I

. To become a law, a bili must pass both houses of Congress (the House of Representatives an
K The idea or a lsw can come from snyone—individuals, interest groups, the president of the United States—
but only 2 member of the House of Representatives or Senate can sponsor @ bill and guide it through the required steps.
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73 = HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW =

A'BllL Ts o proposal for & new lew *

FORIGIN—Most bills may originate (e introduced) | COMMITTEES—About 10,000 bills per year are introduced. Each is gven a number and assigned
“in either house of Congress or in both houses at | to @ standing, or permanent, committee—such as sqriculture, energy or labor. There are 22
‘ ' committees in the House of Representatives and 15 in the Senate; each has several sub-
committees. A bill might be L0OO pages long and invoive 200 people on 15 subcommittees.

COMMITTEE ACTION—The full committee may
) approve, 2) rewrite and approve, 3) amend
(change) and approve, 4) reject the bill. (Only
about 1,000 of 10,000 bills considered per year
become Yaws; most die in committee.) If approved,
the bill gozs to the house of origin for debate.
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If the pres'idént vetoes & bili, Congress
may override the veto, and the bill becomes
& faw without the president’s approvai.
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4 the Senate) end be signed by the president.
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ALL SITTING?

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION—Back in its house of
origin the bill is debated, perhaps emended,
and voted on. If passed, it goes to the

other house for the same action. If both
houses approve the final bill, it goes to

the president.
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} JUDICIAL ACTION—IF @ law does not con-
form to the United States Constitution,
' the Supreme Court has the power to .
 declare the law unconstitutional.
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[( AM: | UNCOMSTITUTIONAL.
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 people=some dating back to the Magna Certer-
Americans insisted that the U.S. Constitution be amended to include a bill Cor listing) of these rights, thus quaranteeing them, - Several states -
made this & condition for ratificetion. So in 1789 Congressman James Madison led the House of Representatives.in recommending such amend-
ments to the states for retification. In 1791 the states ratified the first ten amendments o the Constitution—the Bill of Rights.
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“ E FAND | SENTENCE THE DEFENDANT TO 3%

2nd AMENDMENT Srd AMENDMENT | 4tn AMENDMENT B

Right to bear arms

RALPR, | DIDN'T KNOW YOU
WERE A “GUNSLINGER?

R

1 NOT, BUT § HAVE

Rith: not to quarter soldlers

DOESNT THE BILL OF RIGHTS
PROTECT US FROM THIS
SORT OF THING?

—

Freedom from unreasonable |
search and seizure | !

BUT YOU CANT SEARCH
MY ROOM WITHOUT A
| WARRANTS

- 5th AMENDMENT

Due process of law

TRUE, YOU CANT BE DEPRIVED OF & .
YOUR ‘RIGHT TO LIFE, LIBERTY, OR
PROPERTY WITHOUT DUE PROCESS,

BUT YOUVE BEEM DULY PROCESSED!

6th AMENDMENT '
Right to a speedy trial

THE 6™ AMENDMENT GIVES ME THE L
[ RIGRT To & SPEEDY TRIAL! AND T WAS
ARRESTED N 1952)

Right toa trial by jury -
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No cruel or unusval punishment: |
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